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and the Good: of others, and a god-like* =. 
heavenly Temper of Mind will invite. 
an infinitely gracious God to bleſs thole 
Souls with his ſpecial preſence and' his 
gracious Communications and Influen- 
ces which we have conſecrated to him. 
VI. Are all true Chriſtians The Tem- 
ples of God, This Juggeſ's One Argument 
to your Charity towards em. 
We reckon it an Inſtance of Piety 
and Zeal to repair thoſe. material Jem 
ples which are ſett apart for the Wor- 
ſhip of God. Sure tis not a leſſer but. -.Y 
| "a et Inſtance of it to ſupport and re- 
lieve thoſe Bodys of neceſſitous Saints, 
that are the Living Temples of the l. 
| Ghoſt. It wou'd be as inexcuſable to. 
ſuffer the latter as the former, to fallinto +, 
diner and dean for wagt of our ſea-  * 3 
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the ſenſe, we ſcope of this Excellent 
Paſſage will occur in ſpeaking to theſe 
Mowing Obſervations which I fall 
draw, from it, and briefly ſpeak to in 
their order. SE 
I. We may. obſerve, That a ſollick 
tous concern to obtain Eternal Life, and 
ſerious Enquity about the way to it, is 
peculiarly commendable in Voung Per: 
ſons, and to be greatly encoltag'd. | 
II. We mayobſerve, That the Terms : 


fn Wof obtaining Eternal Life are the ſame 
nl Wo Toung and Old, and particularly 
0 WThis is 8 of them, That we ſhou'd 

nd Whe willing and ready when-ever we are 
Ja call'd thereto, to rt with all for it, I 
1 fits abandon every t 0 ing that ſtands in 

it, competition with it. 

* 11. We may farther vbſerve, That 
ill | who have ſome faint def res of 

b. taining Eternal Life, may yet fall hort 
m ok ir, becauſe they are not willing to 
ly come up to.the Terms that are requir'd, 

85 Ibegin with the 4 
10 ET brine from the Words, - 
niz. That 2 ſolicitous concern to obtain 
the ternal Life, and a ſerious En wry a>. 
_ out the Way to. it, is peculiarly com- 
= rendable in Dang "Perſons, and to be 


greatly ercouraged. * Before | 


* What may ybe aher veedful to . — 


ho D 


— * Before 1 whllder this a i 
_ :. 105 I wou'd only make theſe two ts 
_ marks by the way, 

III _ x. That the Pious Jaws did before o our 
1 Saviour's coming entertain the Belief 
and Perſuaſion of Eternal Life. _ 

This is manifeſt from the Queſtion 
_ which this young Reler propounds. And 
F ' with the like Queſtion we find that; 

3 FewiſbLawyeraccoſts him in another plac, 
10 Luke: And our Lord himſelf taks 
notice of it, when urging the Jews 0 
each ibe Scriptures, he adds, For in then 
ye think je have Eternal Life, and they an 
= | whey which Teſlify of me, 5 Jobn 39. 215 
true indeed The 3 of Pecultariy 
made with that Nation as a Collechis 

Body (which is uſually call'd the La 

nad only Tempora Promiſes annex d t 
* Oe of it. But the Prom 
WE, made to Abraham long ; before. the Dil: 

very of the Law, did ic conan 3 in it the 
true Bleſſedneſs of Eternal Life, as thit 
which thro? the promiſed Seed of 4h: 
braham ſhou'd come upon all Nations. Nij 

_ .. even the Faith of the Antideluvian r 
| triarchs whereby they believed, 7bs 
"God was the Rewarder of all that Alen 

H. ſought him, 11 Heb. 6. raisd em 00 

the — of an ö beyond 


Nag Perſons, | 11 
In i hs Bounds of Time, and to be enjoy'd 
N. in the Life 50 come. (See the Caſe ot 
Enoch v. 5.) Much more did the Faith 
of the Hebrew Patriarchs*enable them 
to bh for 4 City that has Foundations, 
whoſe Maker and Builder s God, and 
prompt 'em to ſeek for a better even an 
Heavenly Gomntry, 1 1 Heb. 10. 16. The 
Faith of Aaſes did niet only realize 
invi/ible God to his view, but gave him 
a proſpect of an un ſeen Recompence (of 
Reward, 11 Heb. 26, 27. Nay, 85 1 
faith enabled the Jewiſh Martyrs to en- a 
dure the greateſt. Tortures, and to refuſe \ 
offer d Deliverance, by giving em the | | 
hope of obtaining 4 better Reſurrection, . 
35. Eternal. Life was therefore as truly 
the great Object of the Faith of good 7 
Men under that obſcurer Edition of the 
Covenant of Grace before the Coming 
A 1 as *tis of ours that enjoy the _ 
ſpel 2 Chriſt, There is only this 

a ence, That Life and Immortality are 
now broug ht into far clearey Light, The 
Promiſes of it are more expreſs. and ful, 
the Author of it, the Way in which he 
merited and procur d it, and-thatin which _ 
we muſt | /eek and obtain it, are far 
more clearly re veal'd. 

2. We may here "ſee the great Ad. 
Antage of Pious Education. For 5 
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- ſetibe theſe good Diſpoſitions that, our 
Saviour found in this hopeful Youth, 
= aft and was ſo pleaſed with. He had by 
nis Parents been early inſtructed concer- 
ming that Eternal Life which was the 
great Object of Faith to all that enjoy d 
the Benefit of Supernatural Revelatim 
' They had taught Him betimes the Con. 


— Religious obſervance of em. And ac 
cordingly we ſee ſome valuable Fruit 


fome ſerious Concern to "obtain Eternal 
= Life; He was willing to beat ſome pain 
por! ir; His Nature tho” not Sancti 
Was greatly Civiliʒ d; His corrupt Incl 
nations tho' not yer ſubdued were under 
ſotme conſiderable Reftreint ; And tho 
be was yet a Stranger to the Vital Pon. 
3 er of Relic gion, yet he had a plauſible 
= Form of ii it, and ſeem'd inclin'd and 
= 5 diiſpos d to attend to any farther Inſtru- 
1 ctions concerning his Duty. And even 
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uch Fruits of Pious Education are nt 
do be altogether deſpis d. 
—_ But to return from this Digerſion to 
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the Obſervation i it ſelf,” LATED 


mand: of God, had endeavour d to pol 
fels his Mind With a due Reverence for 
**m, and to enure him betimes te the 


of their good Education; He was under 
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Ec and e Serious Enquiry abous the way 


For Eternal Life is the nobleſt Objes 
of the Regular Ambition of an Immor- 
tal, Soul. For a Man to aſpire to it, 
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| 10, is \commendable in all, but eſpecially 
J tt OI 


1. *Tis commendable in all. 8 
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argues that he has ſome juſt Notions of 


the Vanity and Emptineſs of this World, 


of the Shormeſs and Uncertarnty of Hu- 


ſhews that he has ſome ſutable Appre- 


henſions of the Nature and Worth of 
his Soul, and of the Endleſs Duration 
'tis capable of and defign'd for. Nay, 


if ſuch a oe, of Eternal Life 


have right Conceptiofis of it, as a State 


of Sinteſs Purity as well as anabayed Hap- 


* 


7 ; If he rightly apprehend that per- 


ect Bleſſedneſs it ſelf to reſult from an 


entire Conformity to the Nature and 


Will of God, and from the full Enjoy- 
ment of him, then to aſpire to it under 
' that Notion, argues, That we do en- 
tertain ſome Honourable Thoughts of 
God, and have at leaſt ſome Good, tho _ Þ 
faint and weak Deßrer tbwarde Him. 
And ts be ſeriouſſy inquiſitive a * | 
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men Life, and of the vaſt diſproportion 
there is between Tiwe and Krernity. It 
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1 * eee 1 
be Way to Eternal Life, is an U 1 
dence that we have ſuch Conviltions 
of the Excellency of it, that we are wil 
ling to be at ſome Pains and Labour to 
ſecure i i 
| And ſuch a Sollicitons ” Rh for at- 
taining Eternal Life, ſuch a Serious En · 
 guiry about the Way to 8, is a good Pre 
_ © paratory Diſpoſition, and the firſt Step to: 
wards it. This opens our Ears to Di- 
vine Inſtructions. This renders us at 
ttentive to the Word of God, the great 
Defign whereof is to Reveal chat Uncon- 
ceivable State of Endleſs Glory and Fe- 
licity, and ta call us to — Vigorous | 
Pro ecution of it, and to direct our Feet 
into the Strait Gate and Narrow Peu] 
of Eternal Life. This tends to Enhance 
our Eſteem of that Bleſſed Saviour that 
has the Words of Eternal Life, and of 
that Goſpel that brings Life aud Inmorts- 
lity to 16 and of ee Faithful Diſpen- 
Jes of it who. come to ſbem us the N 
of Salvation, 6 Jobn 68, 2 Tim. 1. 10. 
16 Ac, 17. This tends to give their 
Divine Meſſage a due Authority and 
Weight upon our Conſciences, and di- 
ſpoles us to give it a welcome Enter- 
tainment. This greatly prepares us to 


. ſuch haDiri eee gives 
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Happineſs, 


5 ſomething more in it, than for a Man 
barely to- enquire under ſome preſent 
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which it may be obtain'd. So that 


there is a happy Step gajn'd towards a x4 


Man's Converſion, when once he is 


brought thus far to be deſirous of E- 


ternal Life, and inquiſitive how he may 


attain it. 


And merhinks' this Queſtion carties 


Terrors of Conſcience, How he ſhall 


| be ſaved from the Wrath to come, and e- 
ſcape that everlaſting Vengeance his 
Sins have deſervd? That Queſtion may 


ſpring from a meer Servile dread of Ju- 


tice. Whereas this Queſtion in the 
Text, What-ſball 1 do #9 smberis Eternal 


Lie? ſprings rather from more ingenu- 
ous Thoughts of the Goodneſs of God 
as the Liberal Rewarder of al 1541 dilt: 


4450 ſeel him. 
21. But if ſuch 2 Selliciicns Conde 
to attain Eternal Life, and ſuck a ſeri- 
ous Enquiry about the Way to it, be 
emmendsble in all, tis much more ſo 
1 in choſe . are > Town, _ 


OE — —_ — — 


And 


Uh Bos we. Diſcovery of the Ns — 
ere and Duration of a Future State of _ 

and fuller Aſſurance of the 
undoubted Ceriainty of it, and plainer 
Inſtructions concerning the Terms on 
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" wm! Merle dern are 3 the 2 * 
eſt Temptations to negiect and poſt e 


They ar are 7 
* juſt entered on the World, and are 


the ſerious Thoughts of it. 
For - thoſe that are Young, 


apt to imagige that they have many 


Vears yet before em. They are ready 


to promiſe to themſelves the ordinar 
Extent and Date of Human Lite, an 


perhaps according to that they have 40 
or 30 or 60 Tears in their proſpect. And 


this ſtrongly . tempts em to thiclk they 
may ſafely adjourn the Thou 


they are apt to judge, that ſuch ſerious & 


| ſolemn Thoughts of a Life to come are too 
Grave for their Age, and will be more 
leaſonable for a Sick Bed, or when Grey 
Hairs and the In firmities of Age come 


upon em. They are now in the prime 


of their Vouth; Their Senſes are vigo - 
rous and quick, and capable to reliſh the 
Pleaſures of this Animal Life. This 
World now appears to em in it's moſt 
Amiable Dreſs, and that inveigling 
Harlot diſplays all its attractive Charms | 


before their Eyes. And when their 


own def rable and Plentiful Circumſtan- 'N 
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ghts of a. 
Nether World and of all Preparation of 
it for many. Years yet to come. Beſides | 
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e Yet of all fenſual Saritaction in the 


Intereſts of Eternal Life, that are both 
future and unſeen. * And therefore tis 


re - furrounded with all the enticing 


ous about the Concerns of Life Eter- 
gal; To ſee ſuch as are hut entring on 
he Stage of this Earth to ſet their Fa · 
es towards Heaven; To behold thoſe 


ments; ſeeking to enter into the King- 
dom of -God, and Liſting themſelves 
is the Candidates of Honour, Glo- 


toEternal Life, from whom we. might ra- 
ther expect to hear of ſome buſy Projects, 
How they may become Rich or Great 


their Days in Senſual Jollity and Micth + 
To diſcern in ſuch Young Perfons as 


ot but raiſe in us ſome 
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jon is ſtrong to ſlight and diſregard the 
the more commendable to ſee fuch as 


Delights of this Life, to be yet Sollici- 


whoſe Vanity might rather prompe em 
to aſpire to Secular Honours and Prefer- 


hand Immortality: To hear from them 
lach ſerious Enquirys about the way 


in the World, How they may ſpend” 


heile, fuch* a ſerious ſollicitude a- 
bout their Souls and their Eter- 
nal Welfare, is very ſurprizing and af · 
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5 as Ex xpettations | concerning; 
em. Such an e and promiſing 
Temper is to be greatly commended and 
3 encourag'd ; And no wonder then that 
it did in ſome meaſure; attraR the Eye 
and Heart of our Bleſſed Saviour; 50 


. Manly diſpoſition of this Young Rule 
that he loved bim. 


"$1 expreſs a higher Value for Eternal Life 
36. when they ſo early enquire the Fad 
E thole 


Tis Sollicitous about it that have found ij 
long Experience the Vanity of thi 


been miſerably diſappointed. Much l 
zs it any wonder to ſee Dying Perſon 
4 deſirous of Heaven when the 
has left em, and Heaven appears to en 
as the only Refuge from Hel. The 


N Heaven, as a Man Condemn'd to the 
Gibbet is rather willing to be Tranſpot 
ted. But for a Man to make Heaven his 


Etſteem of it, and puts a greater Honout 
on the Gracious Offer and Propoſal oſ it 


5 in all but Fel 0 


wonder that when he beheld the tq- 


Beſides ſuch Toung. Perſons ſeem 0 


it. Tis no ſuch wonder to ſe 


World, and whoſe Hopes from it hay 


World 


may in that Caſe be juſt willing to 90 


early Deſire & firſt Choice argues an high 


Thus you fee, How eee ti 
WU} ung Perſons 


ing to: mY 2: 


uy the Way to it. 
MM. 1 now proceed to the 


Thet the Term. of obtainin Eternal Life 


po ticularly,” 


pe-are calf d thereanto, to part with al for 


mpetition with it. 
Now in order to the clearing the 
Truth of this Obſervation, and thereby 


what Senſe ' we 'muſt- underſtand this 
the Anſwer he here gives to it. 


* 


nd Conſtruction. 1 


al Life at the Hands of God? What Jhall 


Kona and Gs 10 that Reward ?- 
2 ©". 06 
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m conceri n d and 4 follicitous 4 
ne bour Eternal Life, and inquiſit tive about 5 


1 


vll Obſervation from the Words, viz. 
ae the ſame to the Old and Tung, And 


This is one of em, That 
1 be willing and ready whenever : 


„ 10 abandon every thing that fand in 


the Scope of this important Paſſage, 
We muſt a little diſtinctly conſider, in 


Young Ruler's Queſtion, and then what 
was our Saviour's Deſign and Intent in 88 


Firſt, As to the Young Man's Que ” 
ion, it may admit of a twofold Senſe * 


For either the meaning of it may be; e 
bat ſhall I do to merit and deſerve Eten 


do, that may enable me tg claim it 45 4 
Reward of Debt from his Juſtire? What 
orks ſhall I perform that may bear ſome 


A Fg 


or elle ther 


that Eternal Life which a Merci God 
has promis'd as 4 Reward of Grace ! 
What ſhall I do in order to the ſecuriy 
muy Imereſft in it, and ung meet fa 
the Actual Poſſeſſion of iE 
Secondiy, We may accordingly iq 
determine what was our Saviour's In 
tent and Deſign in the Anſwer he her: 
gives to the Young Man's Queſtion. | 
If we take the Qseſtion to be propos 
in the former Senſe, as if the You - 
Man had ſaid, What ſhall I do that wi 
merit Eternal Life, and enable me to cla 
it from the ſtrict Juſtice of God 16 
Reward of Debt ? Then indeed, W., 
muſt conclude, it was the Intent of ou 
Lord in his Anſwer to convirice Him d 
the Vanity of ſuch Pretenſions by ſhew 
ing him how far ſhort he fell of the Pe 
83 2 of the Law in his Obedience to it 
And tho our Lord might have ſhewl 
him this in reference to the Dar d 
the ad. Table which he pretended to b 
fest from bis Touth, by diſcovering uf 
Him the Spin jtuality and Extent of en 
(As he convincd the Lawyer of F 
failure in reference to that compre! 
"Fe — of — 
10 


T4 


ires him to Sell 


eſt Command in the Law was ſufficient 


to convince him that it was in vain for 
: ws 10 claim Eternal Life as a Reward. 


r = an - — — 2 


9 7 


21 owe 25 Neightow: 9 — e, 
9 — him that every Man Was his 
| Neighbour, X Lake 29 80,6.) But ſinte 
our Lord knew that the Love of this 
M orld was the Predominant or Mafter 4 
in the Heart of this Young Man, ne 
hooſes rather to convince him of the 
utter Imperfection of his Obedience by 
Fi propoſing ſuch a Command to him as 
he eaſily foreſaw wou'd lay it moſt open 
to the View of his on Conſcience. 
And to that end he requ a 
all be had, and to give it to the-Poor, and 
to come aud late up the Croſs and follom 
bim. And indeed the main of this 
Command was vertually 
* De firſt and great Command, of lo- 
ving the Lord our 2 with all our Hears © 
* wa — Soul, &. For that obliges us to pre. 
ter his favour and his Heaven) Re- 
ward above Life it ſelf, and all tze 
bes comforts:of | Life, and to-renounce em 
all whenever he requires it. And this 1 
the Loung Man upon the Tryal ſounn 
found that his Heart cou'd not yield 4 
unto. And ſuch a Proof gs this of wh 
*% failing in the Obſervance of the -great- 


contain'd | 


- quently to ſet before Men * 


| ſup poſe the M 
E=. —.— 


ſual Ido, 6b I miti 


een of i * 


d b 


* 


Fg 


by Da and | that.all- . Wan 
of Merit were to be for ever renounc d. 
And it is both uſeful and proper 
perfection 
of the Law of God to make em deem 
thatithey muſt owe Eternal Life not to 
their Merits, but to his Mere), thro' 0 
Mediator, not to the Dignity 
Works, but to his Gracious Promiſe. Theys 
muſt receive it 40 tbe Gift of © God tbr 
J Cbriſt our Lord, VI Rom. alt. 
But then if on the other hand, We. 
eaning g of the Queſtion to 
Ido that 1 may' inherit E-. 
Ternal Life as 4 Reward of Grace? What - 
ſecure my Intereſt n 
n, and become meet for the Actual Poſſeſſr, 
ow of 7? Then we muſt ſuppo 
out Lord's Deſign and Scope in his An- 
ſwer is, To ew him, that &woer/at Ho- 
dae, that Sincere Obediencs to all God's 
"Commands was neceſſary to our artain- 
ing Eternal Life; And that his Wees 
* Ad (notwithſtanding the great Opinion he 
1 himſelf had of it) fell ſhort of ſuch Sin- 
eerii. And to convince him that it did 
D, he trys the Sincerity of his Obedience 
by requiring one conſiderable Inſtance 
God's Law requires 
efore) 11 lone bim 


2 — 


r fre. 


of their 


ſe, That 


with 


| | Le _ ——_ & c. And Love _ Neigh- 


. — to 2 this 1 — i 
his Reward before every thing in this 
World that ftands in competition with 
em. /Now- ſaith Cbriſt, Ile try whe- - 
ther thou doſt ſo, | Fle put Gad and the 
- World in competition, Oome, Give ibß 
Goods to the Poor, and take the Heavenly © 
. Treaſure in lieu , wm. 
aud follow me throꝰ Suffering: Ry Perſe- 
cutions to that Heavenly Glory and Crown. 

If thou refuſeſt this, tis evident, That 
thou loveſt this World more then God, that 
- Earth is dearer to thee then Heaven; and 
that thou wilt rather quit thy hopes of 
Eternal 


ake up the Groſs, 


* 


fuer... 


But here! it may be Enquired, if this | 
was our Saviour's Intent, e:z. To give 
this Loung · Man proper Directions how 
to attain Eternal Life, why dos he not 
direct him to believe. on himſelf as the 
Author of it? Why dos he ſay, I thou 
wilt Enter into Life keep the: Commands, _ 


And elſewhere to the Lawyer that pro- 
pounded | the like Queſtion, Love the 


bour 


E 
1 


+ 


fe; then · run the hazard of 
Temporal Sufferings for it. 
Andi this I take to be the true Intent 

hs and Soo al our Bleſſed Saviour's 47: 


AF FAnſeer; — re en Ant wer 1 
is every way beſt adapted to the Cares 4 
_ city and t Stats of this Tung. Quersft; | 

Tor that purpoſe, let it be-contider'd, 

1. That tis probable our Lord hete | 
def guꝰd to ſtrike at that pernicious pra: 
ctical Error ſo common among the ſeẽ-- 
iſh Doctors, That a bare Excernal Oledi: 
ence to One or at leaſt to a Few of the j 
moſt important Commands of God was 
ſufficient for the attainment of Eternal ö 
Lite. „ 1 1 

Hence we 8 of. their akin ou? i 
Lord, Which was the Frſt and great Com- 
mand? 22 Matth. 35. 12 Math. 's 4 
For this was a Queſtion agitated among 
themſelves, ſome preferring Circumeiſon, 
. others the Obſervation of #he Sabbath, © 
others the Law of Sacrifices, others the 
Obſervance of ſome Tradition of the Elders: 
And hence our Saviour commends the 
diſcreet Anſwer of that Scribe, who 
fixtupon the Love of God and bis Neigh- 
Boum as the great Communds, and even 
es to Baxm-Oſering. and Sacrij · 
ten And ther that they thought 4 
| bare External Obedience” to gs . 
n $ 
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in he takes ſo much pains to vindicate 


explain the 


t was therefore very congruous to the 


lan 
to convince em of the neceſſity of in. 
ward Uni verſal and Sincere Holineſs in or- 
der to their attainment of Eternal Life. 
For this is a Truth of the laſt neceſſity, 

uy higheſt» conſequence to be 
Minds: of all that wou'd be the 
ucceſsful Candidates of Eternal Life. 
2. It muſt alſo be conſider'd, That 


elf as the Author of Eternal Life. _ 
 He- ſuppoſes here, That this Tang 


Ola Teflament concerning that Seed of A. 


em from theſe narrow Cloſſes, and to 
Stirituality; of em. And 
off that occaſion declares to his-own Di- 
tiples, That: except their Righteouſneſs 
(or Holqgeſs ): exceeded that of the Scribe. 
md Phariſees tbey ſbould not en · * V. aun. ĩ8. - 
er into the Kingdom of GM . 


ſiſdom of our Lord, firſt to root this 
zerous Error out of their Minds, and 


fix d in 


our Lord do's not Exclude, tho? 'he gn... 
not here ſoclearly-mention, Faith in bins, 4 


Man did believe the Promiſes - of the 
hrabam in whom all Nations of the Earth. 


"ould be bleſſed. Nay he do's here pro- 
ceed id far as. to require him to come 
„„ 
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might from him be more fully * 
| Qed; in the Words of Eternal Life. 
perhaps this was as much as he w 


manifeſt that the Diſeiple, themſelit 
nad but dark apprehenſion of ur San 
dur s Mediation. They were ſo far from 
diſcerning, that he was to procure Eter- 
nal Life for em by his Sufferings and 
Os Death, that they cou'd not with path 
ence bear it when he foretold em 
his Death. And the very fight of hi! 
Death did for a while almoſt extin: 
guiſn their ⸗hopes of his 2 Re 
_ demption, XXIV Lale 21. When ht 
- » told his Hearets of giving bis Beſb for th 
L af the World, and ſpake to em d 
eating his Fleſs] and drinking bis Blood, 
| believing in the Merit of His paſſion to 
Bternal Life, it ſeem d to em an hard i; 
im which they cou d not hear, and temp. 
ted many of em to go away from him 
See 6 John 60, ec. No wonder then 
that our Bleſſed Lord ſhou'd not to ſu 
raw and uninſtructed G Queriſts as this 
Taoung Man, immediately propel 
this Doctrine, concerning Eternal Lik 


: as the ante 'of "ns Blood, to be be- 
755 | lieved 


der. leved aer dan r weh which his L Dif. 4 
 leciples themſelves bad+inor yet full 
learned. This wou'd {as himſelf ſpeaks: Y 
p the like cafe) have been to put New: 


burſt and the Wine be loſt. Our Bleſſed 
Lord therefore wiſely reſerv'd ſuch 
dearer Inſtructions as theſe for a fitter 
Seaſon, --when thoſe Glorious Events of 
his Reſurrection and Aſcention, would ex- 
bund the great Deſign and Eſſicacy of 
his Death, and ſhew the exact Acconx 
pliſnment .of what the Scriptures - had 
foretold, both concerning his Sufferings 
and the Glory that ſhould follow; _ 
But there remains one Quadtien more 
0 be conſider d, vx. 
Whether what our Lord here requires 
of this Young Man, contain ſuch Terms 
of Eternal Life as are common to all, or 
this Command be peculiar to him? 
Auſwer. The main of what our Lord 
enjoyns-contains ſuch Terms of Salvanen ; 
as are common 10 all. webs, . 
All are required in cer to the attain-. 
ment of Eternal Life, to prefer a Trea- 
ſure in Heaven before all the Poſſelſions f 
this Earth. All are enjoyn d to deny them- 
ſelves and to rake up their Croſs and fol- 
* 2 nee he ſhall call em to 
2 paſs 


— 


Wine into Old: Bottles, the Bottles mond! 
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. 35 2 thro 150 Croſs to e dee, ai 
EF '*  thro'Sferings into Glory. All are obige 
Jo to value ans Life as to renounce 
'- _, every thing, even Temporal Life it ſelf, 
when it ſtands in oppoſition to it or enn. 
petition with it. All are obliged ſo tow 
ue and eſteem the Bleſſed Author of it, 
as to be ready to Sacrifice the deareſt In 
tereſts of Lite, nay Life it ſelf, when he 
commands *em, to his ſuperior” Intereſt, 
10 his Glory and Service. Theſe are 
Terms that all are required to ſubmit to, 
who pretend · to be Expectant of Eis. 
nal Life. . . 54; 
But there ” to be one particular 
Precept peculiar to this Young Man, 
viz, That of Selling all that he bad and 
| giving it to the Poor, © 
Some I confeſs have ſupp os'd tha 
nd e X do's not here ſigni. 
nify all he had, but all that he cou'd 
well ſpare from his own juſt occaſions 
out of his great Poſſeſſions. And ſo they 
ſoppoſe, that our Lord here recom: 
mends no more to him then -ſuch a 
large Exerciſe of Liberality to the Poo!, 
as was proportionable to his real Abi- 
5 litys. And upon that ſuppoſition, there 
is nothing at all in our Lord's Com-] 
mand peculiar to him, but rather what - 
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F and rich in this: World. 


kia Young. Man to try his inward pre- 
dominant Frame and Diſpoſition. 

Precept is not altogether unlike that 
of Cod to Abraham, when by the way 


was no way unbecoming the Wiſdom 
of Chriſt to try how far this Young 
Man that ſeem d fo ſollicitous to attain 
Eternal Lite did prefer it before all the 
Intereſts of this, by requiring him to 
Part with all his preſent Poſſeſſions for an 
unſ een Heavenly Treaſure. 

Here is therefore no ſolict Boi nda- 
fan for the Popiſh Diſtin&ion of CGoun- 
eils and Commands. 


ch a that of Sacriſſcing bis Son was to Abra. 
00% ham. It was a Command accommoda- 
Abi . ted to his particular Cireumſtances, and 
here deſign'd for the Trial of his Temper and 
,om-ll Di poſtion. 


yvhat © need of this Trial now becauſe ll the 
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et 4 
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omen With ; ig o all chat 0 hey " 


But if we underſtand the Words more 5 
. rictly of all that be had, then indeed, 
they are a Command peculiariy given to 


2 
- 
I his - 
: 
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of Tryal he commanded him 10 go 
po offer ap bis only Son Iſaac. This being 
à very ſubſtantial Evidence and Proof 
8 how greatly he feared him, And ſo it 


ns 


This being as real 
à Command to the Young Men here, as 


And there was the greater 
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come up); to the Terms that are requir d. 


This. was the Caſe of the Toung Mw : 
5 ne. He had ſome deſires ot Eternal 
Life; He was willing to take ſome 
= pains for i it; He yielded ſome External 
Obedience to God's Commands ; But 
when this ſevere Command came that 
put it to the Tryal, Whether God or 
Mammon, Whether Heaven or Earth, | 
Whether the Love of this Life, or ile 
= defire of Life Eterna had the Aſcendaw 
== in his Heart, he then ſoon diſcovered, | 
= That he valued his Earthly Riches be- 


fore the Heavenly Treaſure, and was 


=, not willing to part with his Tempora! 
Pio ſſeſſon, for an Eternal Tuberitanct! - 
Iis faid, That be w#s ſad at that ſaying | 
3 and went away grievd for he had great. 


 Poſſeſſons. Here was a manifeſt Strug+ 
"3 gle between his Conſcience and his Incli- 


88 between his Love of ttt Life, _ 
NM 8 is 


4 


1 move: yroceet t to he 1 1 
, Ind. Obſervation from the words : 
055. That many who have ſome "faint de. 1 
tre of attaining Eternal Life, may yet fall 
hr of #8, becauſe they are not willing os 


1 — KO 1 1 A . . 


bis fre of Life ry: e 3 . 4 1 
| he have compounded the matter, and at- 5 2 
tain'd Heaven and Salvation on eaſier 
Terms. He was loth to quit his hopes 
of Eternal Life, but more loth to aban- 
don the valuable Intereſts* of bis. Ile 
went 4way indeed, as unwilling to 
comply with terms ſo contrary to the i 
grain of Carnal Self Love, and of a 4 


Worldly Mind and Heart. But he 1 
went away ſorrowful, that Eternal Life 
Was ſet at too high a Price, and that 1 


his Hopes of it were like to be dnp f 
- Pointed. . | 
Aid this is really the Caſe with thou: * 
ſands of thoſe that ſet up for Candidates 
of Eternal Life. They wou'd bid fair for . Þ 
it, if a few ineffeBuul wiſhes, if a fer 
cheap and eaſy Duties of Religion wou'd 
" Entiile em to it. But if they muſt 
' mortify their deareſt Luſts, If they muſt 
cut off their vight hand, or pluck o⁰ ee 
_ right eye, If they muft lay 23 all at 
the foot of Chriſt, If they muſt con- 
ſent to dem themſelves, and tale up tber 
Cyoſt arid follow him, If they muſt con- 
ſent to forego their moſt valuable Poſ- 
ſeſſons on Earth ( whenever call'd to it) 
in hope of an Heavenly 7 reaſere, They 
=e © ready': to * as thoſe in another 
Caſe, 


* id faing; e 
7 15 8 17 6 0. They are ready ; 
like this Ioang Man to go away grieu d. 
Z E | that. they cannot fee Fug their Hess 
- venly Hopes with their Senſaul) Laſts Uh 
their Hl err. nol 
F 1% It now remains, That we Improve 
. = what has been ſaid... And . 
I. Let me hence urge all of you, but. 
BH 5 eſp ecially thoſe that are Voung, to be 

| fallcrouly, concern'd about attaining 
Eternal Li fe,. and Inquilitive about the: : 
way to it. 

And truly I fear, That as to many | 
of you, you have not gone ſo far as 
this Iaung Ruler in my Text. Perhaps ſome 
ol you there may be that have ſquam 
dred away the greateſt part of your 
E% Life, and have never once entertain d 
any ſerious thoughts about the ſecuring 
of Life Eternal. And O what reaſon; 
have you to reflect with Shame and bit- 
ter Anguith, that the main part ot your 
1 preſent” Life is expird, and you have 
not begun to Live to any valuable pur: Win 
poſe, nor have once propos d any End Wor 
<< ON =. worthy. of n to Nohl 
> And O what baſe Contempt is Flee 
YR ou Eternal Life! What anhorrid if | 
__ to.the Grace of God that offers it” 
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N i of 
* owt1'- Souls; dos ſo long an un- 
dueſs about, and pac e 
tertial Life argue! And if 'you” 
fk in it, How will yon judge = 7 b 
thereby unworthy of Everlaſting Life, and 
1 uickly- expoſe yout lee & tlie mile 8 
ries. of the Second Death? 

And for you that are Toit wp, I may 
uflty fear; That ſome of you * never 
˖ & conſider d tlie Nature and Wortld 
5 your precious Sous, and of the Im- 
portdtice of that Eternal Life that the 
opel offers to your Acceptance and 
igice. Some of you have never 
Js put this ſerjous Queſtion ti pi 
own Souls, and much leſs to others, to: 
bits tlie Benefit of their Taitructiong 
0 But 1 Ido to inberit Eternal 
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1. Vou are now Entring on the Bu- 
efs' of Life, and it therefore now 
concerns you, u, to conſider the only valu- 
able end of bit. It ſhou'd be the ear 
75 quity of a reafonable Creature, 
a8 ao 1 Woe for? What Dejign (ball: 1. 
10 For tlie fixing upon the , | 
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3 '- - capable of and intended fox a perpetu 


will in Corn meaſure dies | 
us to Cie proper means ot attaining it, and 
dring all our other Affairs into a regular 
Subordination to it. And can you think it 
the moſt valuable end of Life, to Eat and 
- Drank, and: Sport and Play? Can you 
think this the Nobleſt Deſign that a rea- 
ſonable Soul was made for, to cater for 
this Mortal Body, and to provide for 
the Accommodations of this Poor Ani. 
mal Lite? Is thy Soal infus'd into this 
Glod of Forth, only to _— this corrup- 


lle Fleſb from 0 Alas if thy 
were the hioheſle end thy Soul was torndl 


tor, the bitter Complaint and Expoſty 14 
vals lation of the plamit were highly ges: 

8. | ſonable, Wherefore haſt thou made all Men of 
in vain? 89 Pſal. 47.-——But if thy Al 
Foul be indeed capable. to know and 5 

adere, to obey and ſerve, to imitats Tir 
aud reſemble the Bleſled God; If ip thy 
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Duration; If it have ſuch an Happinels 
in it's Offer and View as Reſults from a 
perfect Conformity to the Bleſſed God. 

and full Enjoyment of him, ſure, this, 
tales 1s the Nobleſt End thou can'ſt Os 
poſe; This is incomparably the mol 

| Bullent Deſign that thou can'ſt pure 
ue. And oo Pr make: this thy chieh 
hy, Delen 
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108 n, % in effect to rity (ett Min 
= e Bet 4 that periſh inſtead of aſſocia- RE I | 3 
thy £ felt with the hig heft Angeli. fs 9 
6 $48 as "If thou hadſt more alliance to 4 
arth than to Heaven, and hadft mors + 
| regard to this Clod of Clay than to the 1 
Brat of Life that animates it. _— 
2. Nay conſider, That this Deſign —_— 
an F nevic be too early ropos'd' and . 
4 It were the moft ſtupid Ina 
pitiation to think that thou can'ſt be 
hyp py 200 ſoon.” There is one Year more 
over thy Head. 80 much of the _ 1 
hort Time of Lite is irrecoverably e- 
lipgd. * Thou canſt not aſſure thy ſelf - 
of Living to the end of another Fe: 
As Joung as thou art, Death (that makes 
no diſtinction of Ag e When it has a 
Commiſſion from "the great *Lord- of 
Life) may ſurprize thee in thy wretch- 
A Neglects before another Year begins 
perhaps there are but a few. Days or “ i 
= Wecks beföre thee wherein it will be 
OF poſſible for thee 0 Jay hold on Eterna! 
Lf; o that thou halt no reaſonable 
Temptation to put off this great con- 
ern with tedious and unaccountable 
, delays. © This being a matter of the 
moſt neceſſity and greateſt moment 
vn, d be” firſt! attended to and princi- 
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3. „ Nay, ; 
p A x due Value on Eternal Life, if thanks 
not early ſollicitous to obtain it. Thon 
offereſt an Indignity to it, if th hou; 'ﬆ 
veſt any thing the preference before jt, 
Thou affronteſt the marvellous Grace 
God, and ſlighteſt the. moſt advantags 
OUS Offer it ever made to- undeſerviag 
Sinners, if the Tenders of Eternal Life 
meet not with an-early as well as then, 
1 3 acceptance: For the practical Lat 
guage of thy delays i is, Thee thou think 
_ eſt thou haſt ſomething) bauer and * 
ter in thy View, © ; 
4. Once more, Conſider Mow acct 
M7: to Chrift thy early Sollicitude & 
bout Eternal Life il be. If he ſo l 
ved this Towng Rater, becauſe he found 
ſome Inclinations in him this - waj 
_ how much more will he love thoſe that 
are as inquiſitive, as he, about the wal 
0 Eternal Life, but come with a better 
Diſpofition to comply. with the lem i 
erp joe itt... . 1 
then take. the Goſpel offer « of. 
ternal Life into your moſt ſerious Con 
- Gderation.. - Vou that are Joung are tht 
_Seed of the Gharch, and the Hope of the 
riſing Ceneratinn. O let us fee you early aſk 
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II. Let me hence offer nene for 

* Direction and Encouragement. . 1 
Firft for your Direction. 

And here I muſt begin with a 


Hine 


Was not ſo c; ble to receive, but which 1 
under the. clear Diſpenſation of” the 99 A i 
:- Goſpel, 'tis proper to give to ON. 53 
o you therefore ſeriouſly Confider, 
That you: gre by Nature Children "of . 
Heath and Heirs of Hel. That Eiern. 1 
15 e Gift of God, owing to. = 

-, moſt undeſerved Soveraign. Mercy, . 
That «bis Eternal Life i in bis Sou. "It "oY 
was the invalua ble purcheſ ſe of his 0 -* 3 
- Blogd + It Was the Fruit of PINE _ 
Obedience and Rightcouſneſs.” He has moſt » RJ 
. ny reveal'd and made it N He MY» 
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a Ron, and Spring of that Sy rind 
4 53 that i is the Principle and Seed of i it. 
Lou muſt therefore embrace it as the” 
Gift of 5 God. 1070 bim. Jou muſt de- 
ive your Title to it from his Merits, and 
not your own. You muſt look for it 
85 4 Reward of Grace, and not of Debs. 
Jou muſt look for the Mere) of our Lod 
Jeſus to Eternal Life: You muſt im- 


plore his renewing Grace to form in you! 


Life that is the Seed of it. 


vou muſt then reſolve to comply 4 


: with. the mecgfinry , Terms of. attaining 


there is an abſolute neceſſity of a renew. 


' g Change in your Nature. and Sanctiß. 


10 Change in your Lives, in order there- 

vou muſt be ſenſible, | That to cor: 
rupt. Nature The Gate 16 Srrait and the © 
- Way i Marrom that leads to Eternal Life, 

and. few there be that find it. Vou muſt 

þ he perſwaded that the Kingdom of Hes. 
Den muſt be taken, and . Eternal Life laid 4 
on by an holy Violence and force. You 
muſt be ſo pied of. the Incompa- 
| rable Excellency of this Heavenly Prize 
às to think no labour or Toyk; no Hard) 
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pin o or Sufferings too great to ſec a it. 
: ou 


che principles of that Spiritual Di vine 


14-62] ou 1 muſt be deeply can ed. That 
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reſtrain your Senſual _; 


foregoe the deareſt Enjoyments of Life? ⁵ 
nay, even Life it ſelf? O then oni. 
der, that in this matter God and Hes. _ 
ven will a admit of no Rival. Yau ick 
A quit your hopes of Eternal Life, 
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Pearl of | Price. You muſt count 1 
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Colt of Religion, and coſniſider the Dif 
ficulties = charge. of this Noble Enter- 
Vou muſt ſet God and the = 
World, Heaven and Earth, the advart- 


prize. 


tages or Pleaſures of this Life and the 


0 endleſs Joys. of a better in ſerious, Com- 


etition, and ſee which' preponderates 


in your Hearts, and is like“ to "weight | 1 
down the Scale, when it comes to . 
Tryal. Vou may be as cloſely put to 


it as the Voung Man in my Text. And 
O conſider, if the hopes of Eternal Life 


Cannot pr revail with you to abandon'a 
darling Luſt, to renounce the mo- 
. mentary Pleaſures. of Sin, to foo 


vain and looſe Company, to den 7 of | 
7 petites, how 
ſhall it ever prevail with 501 td 


r. abandon every thing that ſtands in 


comperiegh With it. What do 35 — 
ö 10 relo V8. upon? Will you on theſe 
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Terms 13 LE SM wy and follow C , | 
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father 


— 42 82112 


42 4% 


ing it, eve thing 
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Secondly. 
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Life i is the e ſu 
that an nes 
pabſe to enjoy. 
higieſt Perfe, 
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ble Nature, Kae 


10 kt t vigorous! Eier 
7 — uf ing nal Powers on' the 

yo. the” fail Bap 
f Chr rilty : an 


diligence too great to ſecure. What dit- 


fculties can we endure, what hazards - 


can we run, what ſufferings can we un- 


dergo, that are worthy to be compar d - 


with ſuch a Tranſcendant Glory as this? 


What madneſs wou'd it be to prefer 
either the Filth of. Sin or the Dirt of 
this World before it? Who wou'd 
not Sacrifice the Momentany Pleaſures 
of Sin, Nay, the moſt Idolized Injoy- 


ments of Life to the more valuable 


Luſts, Nay, + 


goe our deare 


Earthly Poſſeſſions for 


matter what we Joſe when it will be 


pf mia Life. 


EIN1S. 


hopes of ſuch a Bleſſed Immortality? 
Let us then 1 abandon our Senſual 
ready chearfully to fore- 

this Heavenly Treaſure. We need not 


Ompenſated with that ineſtimable Gain . 


A% 


| ung f 2 4 
eee YL Happineſs as far above | 
cur comprehenſion as 'tis above our de- 
ſert. And ſure this is o ineſtimable 
a Prize as we ſhou'd think no pains or 
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43 verſes. 


3 9. And one of the Malefaffors which 4 
were hang d, rail on him, ſay Hing, * 
thou be Chriſt, ſave thy ſelf and 4 

40. Bat the other anſwering, mer d him, 2 
ſaymg, Doſt thou not fear God, ſeeing 
thou art in the ſame Gondenmation ? | .. = 

41, And we indeed juſtly, ſeeing we re. 

ceive the due Reward of our Deeds, © 

But this Man hath done nothing amiſs... ©». - 

42. And he ſaid unto Feſus, Lord! Re- 8 
member me when thou comeſt into thy 

King dom. = 

43: 45d Jeſus . anto bim, Verily, 1 fay — 9 
. anito thee, To day thou ſhalt be oh me + 
in Paradiſe. 


"H E Paſſage I have * is, Auen = 
duly underſtood, ſo fruitful a 9 

os of Inſtruction and Camfort to eye: _— 
ry true Penitent; And yet ſo liable when _— 

miſapprehended, to be abus'd and ßer? ol 
verted b q { uch as "wo the — Serip- : 
ture „ 
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Ki ligion to explain it, an 
the due Improvement of it, and 
dun you againſt any ſuch 

bott it as wou'd prove extre 


8 rous to — 4 own Souls. 


| xr to OT Meditatio 
| om he Wards will I contain'd in 
he profecution of the following Are 
tion from em, each whereof will be 
Ms Sp ul trated, by the 
AF | Fd : Ghar i is here recorded © 
we may obſerve, _. 
I. That true C onverſion wil appe ear 


ciſes and Fruits of 
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voy remarkable” at 


I. 4 a Polity pf 4 Alas . 5 I 4 
7%: 4 Sinverey tho late, CR, and of * 1 
4 Convert's obraining Mercy and Satvation. * 

1 ſhall then by way of Application _ 
, chution you "againſt any perverſe an 
dangerous Abuſe of this Doctrine, and = 4 
lives you to the true Improvement that 3 A 
ET be ont of it, oo TRI 2 1 
, . We may obferve from this page 
concerniag the Converted Thief, We 8 
trie Converſron will appear in the Genuine = 
Exerciſes and Fraits of Repentance towards 1 Fo 
God, and Faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt. E: "= 
is evident to all that conſider. che 3 
prelent State of our lapſed Nature, That 1 9 
we are under the hainous Guilt of a 
voluntary Defection and Eſtrangement al 
from the Bleſſed God. Fallen Man = 
has practically diſclaim'd God's pe —_ 42 

in him as his abſolute Ownner, by Li. 
ving to hmſelf and not to God. He has 
 renounc'd his Allegiance to the Miajefty __ 
of Heaven his only rightful Sovereign by 
letting up his perverſe ahd miſguided 1 
Will in oppoſition to the Holy Wilt 
and "rob. of God. And he has rejected 
the Blefſed God from being his Chief 
and veer Good, by Tirbfertin g the 
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= momentany. pleaſures of 
3 in Enjoyments of this World before 4 
- his Favour and Love, and 
Frujtion of him as his on! 
ron. He has forſaken God the. 
1 ing Vaters, and bew'n 10 himſelf | 
. that will d 
huis Rs the wretched State 
= " Diſpoſition 2 f fallen Man towards Cod. 
mn ans + aa Has meet. to his Iußt nite 95 
13 dog 
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nate "x and to fend 7 08: * Bl „ 
ſed Errand of Keconeiling 'the gailty World | 
to himſelf. Tis in his Atoning Death. | 
ce that he has contrivd the 
E t of Declaring bs. | 
3 ee to the World, and rendring | 
the Exerciſe of his pardoning Mercy 
conſiſtent with it: So that he appear, 
Y | 4 (the Hater and Avenger of Sin) at ine 
ſame · time that he is the gracious Juſt# | 
F f. al hy believe . in his: Son.—lIb 3 
— | him. L — ot het? 
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ion of Sint to all Nationt, be 1% 
ruſalem, 24 Lale 47.— Ane 
901 a comprehenſive. Summa 
ubliſh'd we may {re - 
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God of Meal that true Fountain of _ _ 
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28 fret We may 
1 it allo t — Temporary Back: 
_ +ſtedings of his Children, whom he often 
uẽles this wiſe method to reclaim and re. 
cover by making em know and ſee in 
the bitter fruits of it, how evil a thing 
it was in any degree to depart om him 
and caſt off his Fear. So that the Co 
;peection or Puniſhment is either Medicind 
or Deſtrucfive, accordingly as Men do 

=_ _ - or do not repent of their Wickedneſs. 
But what i wou'd © chiefly recom. 
© 5; mend. to our Obſervation, is, That 
tis not barely mean't, That ſuch as for. 
WAS God and eaft off bis fear/ſhall find 
their Gorre&70n and Puniſbment for thei! 
. (i. e. on the account of it 
z2ẽs the meritorious and procuring cauſe 
of their Miſery); But they ſhall find it 
1 zn their own Doings, i. e. Their own Mich. 
= edneſs and Back-ſlidings ſhall be the In 
ſtrument of their Correction and Puniſb- 
ment. Their Wickedneſs it ſelf hall be 

e Source of their Miſery. © 
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upon themſelves, who bated: Knowledge, 


thetr own Devices, 1 Prov; 30, 31. What 


may be applied often to other Sinners, 


which themſelves have made, 7 Eſ. 14, 15. 
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Fer the Reward of his hands ſhall be. given 
him — r 3 J. 11. His puniſhment ſhall be 
the Wages that he himſelf has taken 


his amn bond upon his own Head. So, 


and; did noi choqſe the fear of the Lord, bo 
won'd haue none of his Counſel, but deſpiſed l 
al his Reproof, he dos it in thoſe remark- - 
able Expreſſions, That #hey ſhow'd eat the © 


(as the Pſalmiſt. elſewhere ſpeaks of 
the Wicked: in general) They are ſuared © 
in the Wark of their own Hands, 9 E/. 15: © 

I ſhall only add Two obſervable Paſſags 
more, The one is, What God ſpeaks to 
Cain upon the Murther of his innocent 
Brother, If thou do not well, Sin or Puniſb. 
the Door, 4 Gen, 7. The: 
eh -- th 
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5-9 is, What Moſer ſpeaks to. the Ihe: 
lues, If you do not ſo, Behold ye 
_ againſt the Lord, and be ſure 9 S 
= you out, 32 Wamb. 22. And tis no 
ũm pertinent Obſervation of a pious Di- 
vine, upon the comparing thoſe two Raſ- 
© ſages, That in the former Sin is compar'd 

to a Maſtiſ that lies behind the Poor 
ready to fly upon any that open it. But 
in the latter, tis com par'd to a Blood Hound 
that traces theSinnerin his Foot. ſteps and 
never leaves the Scent and Track till at 
3 laſt it find him out and ſeize ypon him. 

2 ', You ſte then the Obſervation dra 
| from this Text receives Light and Con- 
firmation from other Paſſuges of Serip- 
ture that ſpeak to the ſame purpoſe. 
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751 your Confideration from theſe W ords, 
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781 1 te Ms 1 9 put em 73 0 
Waits their Hearts oc iſe up * 
jut Deteſtation and Abhorrence of 1 
0 a An ſhou'd be ready to ſay, 1 Aidan 1 
«henceforth to be ſo miſerable a Slave 4 J 
. to fo Imperious Task-Maſters, and 
Will be employ d no longer in fog no- 
5 "es , minious and Intolerable Drudgery. | "2 g 1 
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1 Evil and 84 Fut of 5 "0 
Mer s Wickedneſs is the Dienen 5 
they uſually mee ich 1 0 L 
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ac alas, How fir is Sin mahle 4 be; 
Fe ing thoſe large Expectations the Sinners 36 
F- Entertains of Satisfaction in the Gratin. * A 


. cation of his corupt Inclinations and de- 4 
ſires! How uſually dos he find nothing 2 
but Vuniiy and Yexation in what he pro- 
poes'd to himſelf all Imaginable Pleaſure "= 
"and Delight | We have a lively Inſtance 


= PROP this in the Caſe of Fooliſh Amnon. 3 2A 
What Torment did his Inceſtuous Luſt |, 
towards his Siſter Tamar expoſe him to ky” 
The Text tells us, He was ſo  vexed that 3 
he fell ſick, for her, becauſe he thought it hard | ] q 
fr bim to do any thing 0 1 Sam. 13. 1 
2. But When in Purſuance of Jonadab r 
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gain his point, and offer'd Violence 10 f her, 


0 What. Satisfaction did he find in ſo te 1 


"an Alion? The Text tells us; That be 
7 ated ber . exceeding ly, ſo that the Hamed 
where will be bated her was. greater then 


a. the Breaft that entertains em. 


3 Esther 13. And ſure I need not tell 
Jou; Roch lirtle real pleaſure. the Glutton 


© Diſeaſes are which his Intemperance ſo 
often expoſes him to. Not to mention 
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He 


E: 4 * ibe Live wherewith be loved her, and be |} 
45 fd wo be, e nd be yon, at 
His propoſed Pleaſure Was ſoon. turn d 
into Yexation, and the imaginary ſweet \ 
© "of Sin provd only Mormmood and Gall. 
Foie Siu, carry their own Torment along 
* With em. So dos that Malite and Ha- 
28 r i ed, That Envy and Rancour that prey 


2 or Drunkord finds in overloading Nature 
= with Nauſeous Exceſs. And how juſt 
Correction ofhis Folly thoſe painful 


© . - that enge * ruin that this expen: 


8 So dos that Pride that renders eve- | 
3 5 . of - {light © and diſreſpect | 
= no grievous and intolerable. As we 
ſee in the Caſe of Human to whom all 
Honours heap'd upon him in the Court | 
of Ahaſuervs avail d nothing, ſo long as 
Ae reſus d to bom ibe N to him, 
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: Another en aid bitter fron of 3 5 


thoſs Sins Which ok are Rudions i | 
conceal from the View of others. How: . 
reſtleſs and dilquieting Thoughts dos » 
| the very tear of. a detection uſually ex. 
p ſe ein to! + And what confounding ys -. 
Shane dos uſually cover em, when ther i 
hidderi works of Darkneſs are brovght to 
open Light ! If innocent Tamar that ſuf- 
ferd the violence con d ſay, Anu! 
1 whithes, ſhall, I cauſe my. Shame 0 . 
20 How much more may we ſayto 
the guilty Sinner in the Language _— 
of the Apoſtle, I H "fruit badjt ibo in 
thoſe 1h10 125 whereof thou art now aſham' d "=P _ 
6 Rom. 32. IIs a juſt Obſervation, =_—_ 
That Men' 8. ſecret Sins owe em 44 
Shame, arid will uſually (at leaſt with- - - = 
our Reprntaince ) fome time of other pay. © 
What they ſtudiouſly cover thall be 
A; way or other reveal'd, what they. 
induſtriouſly hide ſhall ! to their confuſi n 
be made known, 10 Mat. 26. They _—_— 
vill find MOOT ol the Wiſe Mans 
15 d Alertion, 1 
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= Diſcovery of Sin in the one Scale, ani 
= the imaginary p/ 
be wou'd ſoon find that 


the pet, upon it exceeding: eaſy. But: 
0 of the Lyons Den) veſtigia pauca reti. 


1 have made an happy Eſcape. Alas, 


vet his vitious habits, and put himlelf 
= a the er of che Temprer, who ne 
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RKeproach and Diſgrace that attends the 


eaſure of it in the othiet, 
e latter is far 
- outweigh'd. by the former. And what: 
Syolomon ſpeaks 1 in reference to one part. 
cular Sin, (viz. That of Ancleanneſt] 
may be applyd to all other hainous and 
7 hateful Crimes that the Sinner ventures! 
upon when he ceſts off the fear of God! 
ig A Wound' and diſhonour Ball they get, an 
then reproach Jhall not be wip'd awaj, 6 
. 
4. Another evil Fruit of Sin is "te 
- Extreme Diſficalty of F making 4 Retreat. 
The Ma of Sin is indeed broad, and] 
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_ fum ; There are comparatively few that 
little dos the Sinner conſider how far 


he dos by yielding to one Temptation 
© . ſtrengthen his corrupt Inclinations, fi. 
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Tniquities ſball tale him, and he ſhall be 
ſnared iu the Work of his own. hands, _ 


Prov, 22, The Sinner ſeems to be de- 
ſerib'd here as one that after he has 
yielded to Temptation and run into Sin, 
wou'd now make a receſs and return to 


his Duty; But alas, he finds himſelf _ . 


beld in Lords, fo that when he woud 
(as one ſpeaks) unwind the Skein of 


his former Life, he runs but more into 


the Entanglemen the has made with his 


own Hands. Satan and Sin have got 
a ſtrong hold of him, and he finds it © 
harder than ever to wreſt himſelf out of 


their Power. His Corruptions become 


more rooted and inveterate, and the e. 


ſiſtance of Conſcience is weakned; ſo 
that his Recovery is more hopeleſs, and al- 


moſt deſp erate. 


Thus i is Sin it's own "Puniſhment by the 


natural tendency of it to produce ſuch 
evil and biner fruits as theſe. 
5 But, | y 


II. We "hs farther we Notice of ED 


| the better and evil fruits of Sin in the 


Workengs of Natura * upon the : 


review of i 16 
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YA "=. 9ꝗ— oo fob 12, Ce). ſweet in the 
6. Mouth, and the Sinner may hide it under 
5 bis Tongue, But this Meat ul be turned in} 
3 bis Bomeli, and prove as the Gall of Aſp 
. . 4 within bim (i. e. a bitter and deadly Poy- 
= ſon ) Conſcience has ſuch Notices not on-. 
* 1 » of the Being of God, but of Moral Goul| 
1 dr Evil, and of tlie Rewards and Puniſh: 
B ments thereof, that in tlie very Heathen: 
Fi e tis ſaid to accaſe or excuſe, 1] 
- Rom. 15. And. much more will it do 

- ſo where *tis more fully enlightned from 
the Word of God. And thereſore the 
Sinner can never hope to eſcape the Re 

++ Procckes and Cenſures of his own awakened 

© Conſcience. He carries at once, a Hi. 
FEE, neſs, d Judge, and a Tormentor in his own | 
Boſom. The, Pleaſure of Sin ig indeel | 
3 ſobn over, but the fling of it remains; 
And the Wounds it tat given to Conſci 
eence wilt on every ſerious Reflection Heed 
à. freſp. The Sinner ſows thoſe Seeds in his 
own Mind by every wilful Sin that will 

| ſooner or later ſpring up in anguiſh and . 
= morſe,in guilty borrours and fears. We read 
ins Ezraofa Decree of King Darius, Tha 
1 Z '- whoever ſhould. alter it, Timber, ſhould le 
F  prulld down from by own " Houſe, and being 
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ater « ſhou'd be: drawn, from his on 
— like Timber ffom his o-. n 


* for. his Brecution and 4 | 3 8 


„ there is no fuch Gibbet or Rack, as 
a Man's on guilty Conſcience. 
But of this more will occur when 1 


e to conſider the bitter fraits, of a 


N other World. | by . FFF A 1 Ag, 1 5 
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II. We may cond, er the dab fai, 
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* conduꝭt of Diuiue Provid ence towards, | 
25 E. Sinner. 1 
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And wou'd now. ad d, That the Pro: 4 
| vidence t God dos often wonderfully 
concur to make the Sinner feel "the = 


11 


i Folly. . Thus we read of the young 
rodigal that he quickly /pent. his Snbſtance 
in riotous Living, and t ereby re reducd 
himſelf to beggary and want. But the. 
Providence of God concurr'd to make bis 


uretched and pernicious Effelts of his 


5 lame N there graſe 4 4, might Fanins m 


* W icke aneſs correct hin m, 55 when at the i = 3 | 4 
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the &nd or meaſure, or the Time and Place, 
3 5 the Puniſhment ſhou d bear a — 4 
tdto the Im 1 bly appear to 

0 + of 1 /eph's Brethren were 
uc'd into extreme diſtreſs by } 
their being thrown into Priſon, and orde- 
red to bring their youngeſt Brother as the 
8 condition of their Releaſe, but ey 1 
EY own it as the fruit of their own. 


Joſeph, when be beſoug " em, at 
2 #bey [aw the 
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Deſtroyer of | Souls. - "Tis our E age 
after his ſpecious Baits that makes us ſo 
readily ſwallow the fatal Hook that is un- 
der em. One well compares this 
World to a Decoy; L Satan is e 
_ of the P ol, The JV. anities. of this. We I 3 3 4 
are the, Decoys. that inveigle and draw 2 ! 

ſuch Shoals of Sinners after dem. but 
when they think to enjoy em; Theſe 4. 
nitier like the Decoys all dive 7 0 and 
 aregone, and Satan Irawsug y 
are all talen 80 that as the Fiſbes hat 14. 
ken in an evil Net or as the Birds that are 
” cangbt in the Snare, ſo are the Sous of A 
Fog uared i in an evil time, when it falls W 

upon em, 9 Eecl. 11. Tis our own Laſts 
8. us into the hands of that great E. 

nem and Deſtroyer of Souls; Tis thro' 
their ſtrength — prevalency as well as 
his Sagacity to duit his alluring Tempta - 
tions to em, that we are taken Gaptror. 
him at his pleaſure. And 3 | allo 

our r Sin turns to aur Fu 


I ; cones and thei own \ Bock. 
reprove em. Thus do they often 4 e 
2 and ſee, and feel, what an evil and - 
fer. thing i 
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I. As fo privative Puniſhment that con- 
t of the Heavenly Happineſs " 
and Glory, This is the genuine Reſuls and WM a; 
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oth "of that 2 Felicity and puts } 1 
an infu 7 erable Bar in the way of his EA. 4 l 
joying it. Such is the vile ang debaſed i 
ang malignant Temper of an impenitent 
Sinner that he wou'd be but miſerable _ © 
oy farrounded with all che Objedis 
ppinels , 4 nd thoſe Manyfrons of Glory 
— 5 be to him the Place * Tonen. 
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ie Shiner” Pun f ment, 40 ot | ad 
4 e "Conſcience on their wretch- | | 
ed-folly, WHO have: Sold their Heavenly 
Birth: Ks bt for a Morſel of Meat, and 
Barter d away the hopes of that uncons Au 
92 Felicity for cbntemprible Tri © /, 
fles- They will have none to blame for Y f 
that irreparable Lois but themſelves, and 9 
the Edge of Conſcience in its cutting! Re- 5 — —_ 
legions on it{will be wholly. turn d „uh, =Y 1 
on themſelves. 8 3 2 
And for that part of the Puniſhoniene 4 
bf the Damned which will ariſe from 3 4 
the Hecuſations and Stings of "their own 2 
guilty 'Conſeiences, "tis evident, > that ey A 
bring this upon themſelves. POE” Moi, , 
is they that have Furnifh'd an accu - 5 2 3 
ſing Conſcience with ſuch a heavy nn 
ditment and Charge. In they i 3 
have Arm'd it againſt themſelves. *Tis 5 10 3 
they that by the innumerable Offences 
of an Ungodly Life, have been ſowing. . 1 
e thoſe Seeds that will then: ſpring up in 
in Everlaſting Anguiſh and Shame, Horror” * 
and Deſparr. is their paſt Led. 1 
4. that ſup ply Food to the Mori that never © 
de Jeg, pe: be 10 the Fire that ſpall never be Eo 
es | quonch'd, IX Mark 46, 48. _ 
il And for that part of their Pillifhweke ; ___ 
of which ariſes from their empetuous Carnal _ "1 J 
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they are now. "for « ever. +. dilpolleſe's. 15 
ris as mani ifelt that this partof their Tor: 
ment 15. the fruit of their own Wicked. 
niels. Lis they have Kindled and chert. 
ed thoſe impure Flames in which the) 
are now Tormented, without one Di 
of - Water 10 cool their Tongue, Tis they! 
avedebas'd their Affections, and 1 


bete World, that the Loſs of it 100 
ppears ſo 1 olerable to em. They 
nor but foreſee that the Form nd 

orld was paſſing away, and 
were on that account warn'd againf the 
mordinate Love of it, and therefore cal 
thank none but themſelves that they aft] 
now. miſerable by inſatiable Deſires ate 

Mac they are never like to enjoy. 

Nay, tis the Conformity of their n ma. 
ſignant Diſpoſir tion to that of accurſed 

Fd that fits em to he their Aſſociates 

Int the Regions of Darkneſs and Deſpair. 

On all theſe Accounts it appears, that 
even in reference to the Endleſs Puniſh 
ment of. Sinners in the other World, 

Their om Wickedneſs corrects 'em, and they 

feel in theſe genuine fruits thereof 1 

wil. and bitter thing it is, that they 
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* nom remains, That we aol * 


bie Miſdom that he has ſo conſtituted te 
- Nature of Man as to Eſtabliſh an inſepe :. 
rable Connexion between HoliSeſa and - 
8 4 2 Wickedueſs and Miſe. 
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We may 7 a po” age 
and Imire the a 17 and Tofice of G 


in the Puniſhment of Sin 
'- 'Tis one great Tnſtince of his admira⸗ 


25 - Holeneſ e is that to the Saal that 
1b is to the Body, the Foundation and 
of all inward. Peace and Com- 
Micledue/i i is its Diſeaſe, uſually = 


mortal and pernicious. The Great GOD 
has ſo contriv'd the Frame of his Moral 
Government that we cannot affront him 
without doing the greateſt injury to ut 
ſelves, ard by every wilful provocation | 
him we ſow the Seeds of Shame and 
fear, . diſquiet and Terror in our own 
Minds. 1 
. Nay, this Confideration * ha os 
| Ground for vindicating the Juſtice ot 
pots in the Eternal Pungſbment of the 


ments as. are dra ” from the 
Moy of God | 


ing tlie Sinner 's own ce J 
E "Tom the neceſity of ſuch, a Puniſhment | 
I dens threatned in order to deter Men 
e Sin, from the Inclination of Impe- 
nitent Sinners to perſiſt in their Sins for 
ever, & c. But this ſeems to be the moſt 
| foid Argument, and that which renders | 
the Zuſftige of God moſt unexceptionable, 
That to Fre Souls this Everlaſting Fu. 
n/bment is the Natural Reſult and. Dui 
- of their own Wickedn ſs; That Wicked. 
neſs .rendring em znca apable of the Hea- 
veply Felicity, and ſowing the Seeds of all 
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of his own. e and folly, © 
ard to ſuffer him to eat the fruit of hit 
| * Doings f How equal is it that Sin- 
AI ners reap what themſelves have ſown; and 
"- ſhow'd 7hberir that Deſtruction which: they 
have with violent hands pull d down upon 
| Gow ever? And how unreaſonable were 
it to expect that God thou'd extinguiſn 

the Life of thoſe Souls that were de- 
e e 1 
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Word, b by and bythey are Of ended, Mat. © 
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Loſs to be dreaded on the other tide, 
| the loſs of our precious Souls, and the 
| forfeiture ot their Eternal Intereſts and 
Hopes. So that in this Caſe, to ſave Mi 
Liſe by deſerting the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
is in the worſt ſenſe to loſe it, by loſing 
the Hopes of a bleſſed m _ 
Mat. 16 25. Are we afraid of loſing 
the fayour of Men, and expoſing our 
ſelves to their Scorn and Reproach, by 
our ſirictneß in our Chriſtian Profeſſi- 
on? Let us conſider, how much more 
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Wincheſter, has offer'd an.ingenious Conje - 
fture, chat this early Preſidency. of one as 
B in the Bench of Pre:byters, had itt 
rie trom the Management of the Jewiſh Spe. 
e * Fe fage being Os 


5 — 


a .<_ 


of. +” 22s. 4 


— 


. 


* 


4 gives th 1 f to three Perſons 
_ who were fer over Ten Leaders. Ti 
e alfofromthencethat cheChriftiagChurch 
1 2 has-caken irs Diſcipline. For in the be- 
©. _ _*. pinning of every Church, chere was 
» Certain Number of Fri. or Precbmiers, 
« * orderd proportion d to the Number of 
riſtians. When the Cities were large 
7 8 «e; as Jera/alews and Rowe, they phos two. 


5 


1 
8 


5 2 4 in dem : Bur moſt of the e Chri- 
7” - melt of the Smegegu. & had but one Head. 
=: here was no other difference. put bee 
1 | opr and Prieftt bur that of Pres 

„Which was given to Age and A. 

3 400 therefore the Names of. N. 

ad Progffr are fo, often cenfounded in ihe 


N 


the Jews:. 
_  - the Dectors chat took care of the Synt 
© goguewereof the ſame Order, and held 
=  * the lame Ravk. In following this Ori- 
iel of Dilcipline which is natural, 
dice the Jew: which are. alouzof cheir © 

= - 86 foes - mY Pco- 


* 15 Bol plag at ches ; "cis Bly 9 % 
= _. 3 . 1 ee which 
os | i Reba d become ae oy eee 1 
55 x other Principles. = 1 3 
e Now for fuch « meer Du ref g 
olf ene of the ſame Order ay Rank with 
the other Provbyeert i in every Church, tho“ 
it doꝰ not appear to he of ' Devine Right, yer by 
nis fo far from being the matter of the © 8 
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